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FI = (FI, + FI,)/2 (10)
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Cultural Barriers to Health Equity

—Does Cross-Dialect Migration Reduce Access to Public Health Services?
ZHANG Nan, KOU Xuan ( Southwestern University of Finance and Economics, 611130)
GAO Mengyuan ( Renmin University of China, 100872)
Abstract; Constructing a high-quality, efficient, and fair basic public health service system is an important
part of implementing the Healthy China Strategy. However, regional cultures have a potential impact on
individual access to health resources. Matching Chinese dialect-speaking areas’ geographic information with the
data from China Migrants and Household Registration Population Thematic Survey in 2017, this paper uses
dialects to measure cultural differences and empirically analyzes the impact of dialect barriers on migrants’
access to basic public health services. The results suggest that cross-dialect migrants face cultural barriers to
health equity, and dialect barriers have significantly hindered the migrants’ active take-up of and access to
health services. This conclusion has been maintained in a series of robustness tests. We further investigate the
heterogeneity of dialect barriers and find that this blocking effect is significant in the migration to non-provincial
capitals and from rural to urban areas, but not in the migration to provincial capitals and inter-city migration.
Mechanism analysis indicates that dialect barriers can be alleviated by breaking information barriers, building
social trust and constructing social networks; inadequate access to health services has negative effects on the
health and labor supply of migrants. These conclusions have important reference value for deepening the
understanding of regional culture, improving the migration governance mechanism, and optimizing the public
health management system.
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