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The Dilemma of Anti-monopoly in the Field of Platform Economy
and Countermeasures; From the Perspective of Mismatch between

Platform Ecological Monopoly and Platform Enterprise Regulation

ZHANG Qilin, WANG Xuhui ( Dongbei University of Finance and Economics, 116025)
WU Yun (Nanjing Forestry University, 210037)
Summary:; In recent years, monopoly platforms have caused widespread concern of the public, but there is no
consensus on anti-monopoly in the field of platform economy. Whereas some scholars advocate inclusive and
prudential regulation, others insist that strict regulatory policies should be the rational choice. The European
Union conducts antitrust to protect competitors while the United States tries to restore the effective competition
or maintain the market order through antitrust, and this difference between them leads further to their
differential policies to self-preferencing. Moreover, there are theoretically great differences in the antitrust ideas
of different schools. For example, the debate over antitrust between the Harvard school and the Chicago school
has continued in this field. Also, gatekeeper and essential facility theories cause controversy in the academic
community. Specifically, proponents take both of them as available insights to anti-monopoly while opponents
claim that these ideas will generate the chilling effect. In practice, the enforcement of antitrust laws by different
institutions is controversial. In the American Express case, the U. S. Federal District Court and the Supreme
Court gave diametrically opposite decisions.

After reviewing literature and judicial practices on anti-monopoly in the field of platform economy, we
found no systematic research on the differences in causes and countermeasures of anti-monopoly between
industrial enterprises and platform enterprises and scarce academic attention to the matching of these causes and
countermeasures. These gaps prevent existing literature and judicial practices from forming a complete and
consistent theoretical system, hence difficult to provide effective guidance for future judicial practices. In view
of that, this paper takes the mismatch between platform ecological monopoly and platform enterprise regulation
as the theoretical basis to trace the origin of antitrust dilemma and thus proposes a series of countermeasures
accordingly.

The results show that the monopoly power in the field of platform economy originates from platform
ecosystems, but the monopoly regulation is limited to platform enterprises. This mismatch leads to the

incompatibility between public atiributes of resources on platforms and restriction on exclusive use of platform
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enterprises, welfare protection and threat regulation, complexity of the platform model and clarity of regulation
system, and behaviorism-oriented monopoly and structuralism-oriented supervision, which further exacerbates
the anti-monopoly dilemma. Then, we propose the strategy of constructing the regulation paradigm based on
resource proprietorship, establishing the regulation mode aiming at ecological competition, revising laws with
concentration on the rights protection, and reforming supervision means on the basis of relationships among
subjects, because it can reverse the mismatch between platform ecological monopoly and platform enterprise
regulation.

The marginal contributions of this paper are as follows. Firstly, it provides an effective logical starting
point for the study of anti-monopoly in the field of platform economy. Previous literature on platform monopoly
and platform regulation is scattered across different disciplines, with rare comprehensive and systematic dialogue
between them. This paper proposes the mismatch between platform ecological monopoly and platform ecological
regulation, and provides a logical starting point for integrating the above research. It not only combines
viewpoints from existing literature into a logically consistent theoretical system, but also provides a consistent
logic for eliminating current disputes among different groups. Secondly, it provides a constructive view for
exploring anti-monopoly in the field of platform economy. Related research mostly bases themselves on the
critical view and investigates why existing antitrust laws cannot effectively regulate monopoly behaviors of
platforms. Instead, this paper bases itself on the fit between causes and countermeasures of monopoly platforms
and thus deduces the antitrust system available in the field of platform economy. Essentially, existing research
attempts to answer how to adapt the antitrust system to the regulation of monopoly platforms, while this paper
intends to search for the antitrust system needed by platforms. Finally, this paper provides systematic
suggestions for improving countermeasures of anti-monopoly in the field of platform economy. So far, the
relevant market definition, monopoly power identification, and monopoly regulation measures are widely
studied, while their legal basis and regulatory mechanisms have not received equal attention. This paper focuses
on the reversal of the mismatch between platform ecological monopoly and platform enterprise regulation, and
thus deduces a complete regulatory system, which provides specific and systematic practical guidance for
government agencies to reform the antitrust system.

The theoretical framework proposed in this paper not only effectively incorporates core ideas of the Harvard
school and the Chicago school, as well as the essential facility theory, self-preferencing and the gatekeeper
theory, but also provides a possible explanation for existing disputes in these above theories, and a new
perspective for examining anti-monopoly views of these above schools.

Keywords: Platform Economy, Anti-monopoly, Platform Ecological Monopoly, Platform Enterprise Regulation
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