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Digital Trade Barriers and the Upgrading of Export Quality
ZHANG Guofeng, JIANG Lingduo, LIU Shuangshuang
(University of International Business and Economics, 100029 )
Abstract; The fast-growing digital economy is increasingly integrated into traditional industries. The rise of
digital protectionism will have a certain impact on the export of traditional industries. This paper investigates
the impact of digital trade barriers on the quality of China’s manufacturing exports, using the China Customs
Database, 46 countries’ Digital Services Trade Restrictiveness Index published by the OECD and the OECD
Input-Output Tables over the period of 2014 —2019. The results are as below. (1) Digital trade barriers have
significantly inhibited the improvement of export quality in the manufacturing industries. The effect is more
obvious on differentiated products in general trade, and less on the export quality of processed products and
homogeneous products. (2) As to the working mechanism, digital trade barriers will restrain export quality
upgrading through the trade cost effect and intermediate input effect; as to the influence path, digital trade
barriers will inhibit export quality upgrading through both intensive margin and extensive margin. (3) Digital
trade barriers mainly affect the export quality of labor-intensive industries, R&D-scarce industries and non-skill
intensive industries, which means that they are not conducive to the quality upgrading of industries in which
China enjoys comparative advantage. (4) The inhibitory effect is more obvious on exports to less-developed
countries than to developed countries; the poorer a country’s institutional quality is, the greater the inhibitory
effect of digital trade barriers is on export quality. China should relax restrictions on digital trade appropriately,
and strengthen cooperation with other countries, especially other developing countries with higher digital trade
barriers.
Keywords: Digital Trade Barriers, Export Quality, Trade Cost Effect, Intermediate Input Effect
JEL. F13, Fl4, F6l

TR . H W

160





