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Development of New Business Forms and Unbalanced Urban Economy

GAO Ziming, LYU Yang (Nankai University, 300071)
Summary: After more than 10 years of development, China’s new business forms such as food delivery,
express delivery and agent driving have been in the forefront of the world. With the use of digital
technologies such as the Internet, big data, cloud computing, blockchain, artificial intelligence, and
flexible working methods, these new business forms can not only directly create jobs and income under the
circular accumulation of the huge market supply and demand scale, but also stimulate the development of
traditional industries from the demand side. But previous research has not looked at their impact on urban
imbalances.

This paper expands the research on the unbalanced development of urban economy and the economic
impact of the development of new business forms, and finds that the development of food delivery business
will exacerbate the economic gap between districts and counties within a city. This provides empirical
evidence for an objective understanding of the side effects of the delivery business in the era of the Internet
economy, in addition to promoting economic growth.

This paper uses web crawler technology to obtain the information of food delivery sites in each city,
district and county since 2008 to measure the degree of differentiated development in each place. The data
can be subdivided to the city, district and county levels, covering a wide range and having good continuity
and time-variability. This paper matches the data with regional economic data according to the city, district
and county code and conducts empirical test. Third, this paper constructs an economic growth model that
includes the new delivery business and the traditional industry, as well as the input of labor, capital and
intermediate goods, and then builds a theoretical premise for the development of new delivery business to
promote regional economic growth. On this basis, from the two aspects of unbalanced distribution of the
number of food delivery sites in each county (city or district) and the strength of differentiation, this paper
analyzes the core mechanism that the relative increase in the number of urban food delivery sites aggravates
the imbalance of urban economic development.

The findings of this paper do not completely negate the trend of the vigorous development of the food
delivery business in China at the present stage, but have important reference value for China to foster the
double development dynamic, alleviate unbalanced and inadequate development, and realize rural
revitalization. At present, the development of China’s new delivery business has exacerbated the contrast
between the relatively dense economic factors, relatively large economic aggregate, and relatively faster
economic growth in developed regions and the functional contraction and lack of growth momentum in
backward regions. This paper suggests that we should increase investment in backward areas through policy
guidance to narrow the gap of development degree, economic foundation and effect, so that the new
business forms represented by food delivery can contribute to comprehensive, harmonious and balanced
economic development.
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