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Does the Expansion of College Enrollment Improve Social Justice?

A Regression Discontinuity Design Based on the Perception of Justice
GONG Feng, LI Bofeng, LEI Xin ( Wuhan University, 430072)

Abstract: Based on the data of CGSS survey, this paper uses the fuzzy regression discontinuity model and
selects four subjective justice variables, including perceived comprehensive justice, perceived education
justice, perceived income justice and perceived social mobility justice, in order to comprehensively investigate
the impact of College Enrollment Expansion Policy on social justice. The result shows that the expansion of
college enrollment significantly enlarges the access to higher education in China. The expansion of college
enrollment enables many individuals to receive college education and obtain higher income than non-college
graduates after graduation, which makes them have a greater positive perception of education justice and income
justice. At the same time, individuals who have gone to college thanks to the expansion of college enrollment
have significantly lowered their perception of justice in social mobility, which has led to a significant decrease
in this group’s recognition of social justice. The results of the mechanism test show that whether the expansion
of college enrollment allows the beneficiary groups to achieve upward social mobility is the key mechanism that
affects the relationship between college enrollment expansion and social justice. This paper believes that the
expansion of college enrollment cannot effectively solve the problem of China’s current social class solidification
or improve the overall fairness of the society; we should promote the fair distribution of high-quality educational
resources and weaken the class solidification caused by education divide, so that the enrollment expansion can
play a greater role in enhancing social justice.

Keywords: College Enrollment Expansion Policy, Perceived Income Justice, Perceived Education Justice,

Perceived Social Mobility Justice, Regression Discontinuity
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