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Fiscal Theory as a Discipline During the 19505s—1960s in China.

The Transplantation and Withdrawal of a Tradition
MA Jun ( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 100028 )
Abstract: The 1950s—1960s was the initial period of the establishment of Marxist fiscal theory as a discipline
in the newly-founded People’s Republic of China. It witnessed how the Soviet tradition of fiscal theory was first
transplanted into and then removed out of China as well. As a mixture of Sovietized Marxism, the political
practices and planned economic system of the Soviet Union in a special era, Soviet fiscal theory had its own
historical limitations inevitably though it made a seminal contribution to the development and innovation of
Marxist fiscal theory. Along with the transplantation, some of its negative facets were manifested in New China’s
reconstruction of fiscal theory and played long-term fetters to the latter. As for the reason why China failed to
“ de-Sovietize” fiscal theory since the late 1950s, it is argued in this paper that the thinking mode which shaped
the Soviet fiscal theory still played a dominant role in China’s fiscal academia at that time. Meanwhile, China
and the Soviet Union had a lot in common in those main factors that affected the developments of fiscal theory.
Drawing the historical experience and lessons from China’s transplantation of Soviet fiscal theory in the 1950s is
of great significance for the rational use of foreign academic resources and the development and innovation of
Marxist fiscal theory in current China.
Keywords: Soviet Fiscal Theory, Fiscal Theory in New China, Marxist Fiscal Theory
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