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b it B CREi &5 R4, 2004) M 7 BORF FF 52 (R 88 X B 2%, 2007) (BH & 2048 (ol JF 45,
2010) 0K 43 BC i BE (R AR BR (BX A, 2012) TS5 H (Fh ik i | AR A AR, 2012) L 4 Al & R (Li 45,
2023) .+ M B T Ak (R LG AR 2013) R 1145 44 20 R (22 1o 45, 2021) 45 IR & X 3k & i
N 22 BRI 5% 5t SRR A R AR TR R A B R RRAE B R RN T B (FR G L, 2005) (R
FEA SRS (R o ik B, 2007) MR A & il & J8 (B4 IR AE, 2011) XTI £ Wi A 22 B (14 5%
M) 5 3 A7 SC ik B 58 28 U A 23 & JR T Ok i B AR Ak, DA EL IR I K (R 44 R SR KT, 2019) | kT i
(A VKB B DF,2019) Tl BE AL (XK, 2020) %5/ BE B A7 40 Hr o LR BF 52 0 B 30 & LA 22
P A 52 i R 2 B AL T R ) UL A (L W T R T X A ) AR A A LR DX e 3 TN TR X
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FEE R Z AR P B T P AR b B A IR AR N R KGR AR A R
FE R B 4o IR AR DL R VT T S A O A AT AR AR SR £ ks, V3 il 1 4R P s N
T 4 i 2 2 3l T DT 4 4 s S A SR 2 T B R B SR o 06 T DX b 3 T AR A
25 [B) A1 Y RN E A K o SCHR A (EATY A T T b . — 2 E D R bR O 0 A 2 AL
o 22 v B A5 ST AR A X S B (E 1 L S0, 2019) , 8840 % 28 rh s ST 46 X BB 1) £ BB AR .
2t % AT 1 G b J2 4 A 0T Ll M B OR A VR D T R R AR B E i H AR . TRAEME RN A I,
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/N 28 U A B AR R AR T (XOME 5 45, 2017 s Sk A L T 8, 2016) LA B X X381 & J 1) 5 i
(PR3 A K R], 2021) , ELATS e /0> XoF & i b 9% T A R b DX R 3k & B 081 K R 1 DG v, G L2 S E

A3 BT DX T 3T X 3200 A0 R e T B A DGV B A dTH J TET  4R 2R 8 B (SURR O 4R
RACH) o Hr 4 U b B 220\ Sk, 80T N T AR R ek 2 B o R A R AR Ok B T Rk T
R A PR AR B A UK F (Duranton Ml Puga, 2004 ) . 2% 2 100 SEEAS 56 7 38 i LA P K
ok 1 4 R AR (Baum—Snow 5§, 2018 ; XIME A 55 ,2019) o SR, 1% 56 1 45 B H e L AE B kT
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3.4 ol A

R TR e U A 0 PN A P IR AR AR SCAE LT 2 R T — R ANB RN R, =
BALHE 4T R BAKE (lnrpgdp) , 2255 19 & J 53R £ Wi A 22 B % D) AH G, DL i A 3% 55 B GDP
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151 >F BE 5 b BORS 28 5 1 R (fise) , DA M 2% 17 A9 0 B80S 1 o 24 b GDP Y L 451 i o 5 %o 41 IR
I Cpfdi) , A5 FE A7 58 S B T 3 40 9 b 2 i > 4 52 B ff FH A0 ¢ 42 450 5 GDP Y Lb 3 R A & 5 ) I
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Mo A A K2 A BN TR R R o A SCH B B9 2001—2013 4F 48 8 )3 AT S il de A
AT e RN AT S e (i) e AR [ P D X8 5 G AR ), 2014—2017 4F Fl A 56 B8 1) A 4%
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FIIR E N OVEUE K B 448 TS84 5 s g0 T H 2 41, H 4 4% 0038 A B8 25 08 1 D7 48 b FE 3 T
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EEN

B J5 AR T T L AR SCYE IR 25T 1970—2010 4F & ZE 1 S0RAE A 2 A B R T 2
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Regional Central City Scale, Market Integration and Coordinated

Development of Urban-rural Areas
QIN Meng (Shandong University of Finance and Economics, 250014)
LIU Xiuyan (Southeast University, 211189)
HU Xiaonan (Jining Brach of the People’s Bank of China,272008)
Summary: The scale of regional central cities is not only closely related to a reasonable city scale system,
but also affects the high-quality coordinated development of the region. This paper theoretically analyzes the
internal mechanism of the impact of the scale of regional central cities on the urban-rural income gap, and
empirically uses the panel data of prefecture-level cities from 2002 to 2017 for the analysis, and then
conducts multiple robustness tests to ensure the validity of the conclusions, for instance, deleting some
samples with particularities or substitute the key variables. The study found that the expansion of the
population scale of the provincial capital can significantly reduce the urban-rural income gap by improving
the integration level of urban and rural markets within the province and promoting the industrialization of
prefectural cities from the province in concern. After decomposing the urban-rural income ratio, it is found
that this mode of narrowing the urban-rural income gap is achieved by increasing the disposable income of
rural residents per capita without reducing the per capita income of urban residents, forming a kind of pareto
improvement which is helping the poor without affecting the rich. It is found by regressions that the growth
of the population scale of provincial capital helps the integration of the commodity market and factor market
(including labor market) between urban and rural areas. At the same time, the effect of growth of the
second sector of small cities can be proved when the population of the provincial capital enlarges. Then, the
discussion on the heterogeneity of non-provincial capital cities shows that for non-provincial capital cities
with higher levels of economic development and more abundant human capital, the expansion of provincial
capitals will have stronger impact on reducing the urban-rural income gap and boosting the market
integration between urban and rural areas. Meanwhile, cities with larger area of road infrastructure per
capita, would benefit more from the population expansion of its provincial capital. The results of this paper
deepen the academic understanding about the externalities of urban agglomeration at the theoretical level,
and provide policy implications for the coordinated development of urban and rural economies and the
realization of common prosperity from the perspective of urban system optimization at the practical level.
The long-term strategy of strengthening provincial capitals could be adopted, but we need to be aware that
provincial capitals with too much population would also face some problems which will hamper the
economic integration between urban and rural areas.
Keywords: Provincial Capital, Urban-Rural Income Gap, Panel Data, Urban-Rural Integration
JEL: 021, R11
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